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This guide will help you navigate the often challenging conversation about prenuptial agreements with
your partner. We've created this resource to provide you with practical advice, conversation starters, and

important considerations to ensure your discussion is productive, respectful, and strengthens your

relationship as you prepare for marriage.
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Why This Matters

A prenuptial agreement is not about planning for
failure—it's about entering your marriage with
clarity, honesty, and mutual respect. By
establishing clear expectations before your
wedding day, you're actually strengthening the
foundation of your marriage through transparency
and thoughtful planning.

Many couples find that the process of creating a
prenuptial agreement leads to deeper
conversations about values, goals, and
expectations—conversations that might otherwise
never happen. These discussions often reveal
important insights about how each partner
approaches money, property, and long-term
planning.

At Hunsinger Law Group, we've seen firsthand
how prenuptial agreements can provide peace of
mind to both parties. They can protect family
businesses, inheritances, and pre-existing assets
while establishing clear protocols for how
finances will be handled during the marriage.

A thoughtful approach to your prenuptial

agreement can actually strengthen your
relationship and set you up for a more secure
future together. This guide will help you approach
the conversation with care and confidence, and
prepare for a constructive discussion with your

fiancé(e).



Mindset Tips Before the Conversation

Before initiating a discussion about a prenuptial agreement, it's important to approach the conversation
with the right mindset. How you frame the discussion can significantly impact how your partner receives

the information and how productive the conversation becomes.
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Lead with Love

Remind your partner that this agreement is
about protecting both of you and building a
solid foundation. Emphasize that your desire
for a prenup stems from wanting to protect
your relationship, not from lack of trust or
commitment. Make it clear that this is a loving

act of mutual protection.

Stay Curious

Be open to hearing their thoughts, feelings,
and concerns. Listen actively without getting
defensive. Your partner may have
preconceptions about prenuptial agreements
or emotional reactions that deserve
acknowledgment and discussion. Create space

for their perspective.
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Avoid Surprises

Bring up the topic early—well before the
wedding planning gets intense. Introducing
the idea of a prenup too close to the wedding
date can create unnecessary stress and may
even raise questions about coercion. Aim to
begin these conversations at least six months

before your wedding.

Be Transparent

Talk about your goals, your values, and your
financial future together. Share your complete
financial picture, including assets, debts,
income sources, and future inheritances.
Transparency builds trust and helps both
parties make informed decisions about the

agreement's contents.

Remember that this conversation may need to happen over multiple sessions. Give your partner time to

process their thoughts and feelings between discussions. The goal is mutual understanding and

agreement, not just compliance.

to doing things right, together.”

“I want you to know that this isn't about distrust. This is about protecting both of us and making sure
we're starting our marriage with honesty, respect, and a shared understanding. To me, having a

prenuptial agreement isn't a sign that something will go wrong. It's a way to show that I'm committed



Sample Conversation Starters

One of the most challenging aspects of discussing a prenuptial agreement is simply starting the
conversation. Many clients tell us they understand the benefits but struggle with how to bring up the topic
without creating tension or misunderstanding. The following conversation starters can help open the

dialogue in a non-defensive way:

"I've been learning more about prenuptial agreements, and | think it could be a helpful way for us to

talk openly about money, goals, and our future. Can we set a time to explore it together?"

"This isn't about not trusting each other. | just think it's wise to have everything clear before we get

married, so we're protected no matter what life throws at us."

"We're building a life together, and | want to make sure we both feel secure—financially and

emotionally."

When initiating the conversation, choose a private, relaxed setting free from distractions. A neutral
location where both of you feel comfortable can help create the right atmosphere. Avoid bringing up the

topic during arguments, stressful times, or in public settings.

Pay attention to timing as well. Select a moment when you both have enough time to discuss the topic
thoroughly without rushing. Weekend mornings or planned "relationship check-ins" can be good

opportunities for these important conversations.

Remember that your tone and body language communicate as much as your words. Maintain open body
language, make eye contact, and speak calmly. Frame the discussion as a collaborative planning exercise

rather than a demand or ultimatum.
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Key Questions to Reflect on Together

You don't need all the answers right away. These questions are designed to help both of you think about

what matters most and guide your discussions as you work toward creating a prenuptial agreement that

reflects your shared values and individual needs.

G
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Financial Goals &
Transparency

What do we consider

"ours" vs. "mine/yours"?

What are our spending
habits, savings goals, and

money values?

How much do we want to
share financially, and how
much do we want to keep

separate?

How will we handle day-
to-day expenses and major

purchases?

What financial disclosures
should we make to each

other now?
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Property & Debt

What property are we
each bringing into the

marriage?

Do we want to protect any
family inheritances,
businesses, or retirement

accounts?

How should we handle
debts we had before
marriage—or take on

together?

What happens to the
family home in different
scenarios?

How will we treat property
acquired during the

marriage?
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Unexpected Events

How would we want
things to be handled if we
separated?

What financial protections
or expectations would feel

fair?

How do we want to
approach support, like
alimony or maintenance, if

needed?

What happens if one of us

becomes unable to work?

How might our agreement
change if we have

children?

These conversations might feel challenging at times, but they create important opportunities to

understand each other's values and priorities. Many couples report that these discussions lead to greater

financial intimacy and clearer shared goals for the future.

Consider revisiting these questions over several conversations rather than trying to address everything at

once. This approach gives both partners time to reflect and can lead to more thoughtful, considered

responses.



After the Conversation

Once you've had initial conversations about a prenuptial agreement,
several important steps follow. This is where the groundwork you've
laid through open communication begins to take concrete form.
Taking these steps together reinforces that creating a prenuptial

agreement is a mutual process designed to benefit both partners.

Document Your Discussions

Write down your shared intentions, agreements, and any
outstanding questions. Having notes from your

1 conversations helps ensure you're both on the same page
and provides useful reference points for future
discussions. Include both financial considerations and any
personal values that should guide the agreement.

Consult With Attorneys

Bring any questions to us—we're here to help. Let your
2 fiancé(e) know they're encouraged to get their own legal

advice. Separate representation ensures both parties'

interests are protected and helps create an agreement

that will stand up to legal scrutiny if ever challenged.

Review Draft Agreements

Once attorneys draft the agreement, review it carefully
3 together. Make sure it accurately reflects your discussions
and intentions. Don't hesitate to ask questions about any

language or provisions you don't understand.

Finalize and Sign

After any necessary revisions, schedule time to formally
4 execute the agreement. This should be done well in
advance of your wedding day to avoid any appearance of

pressure or duress.

Throughout this process,

continue the open
communication that you
established in your initial
conversations. Remember that
a prenuptial agreement is not
set in stone forever—many
couples include provisions for
review or modification after
certain milestones (such as the
birth of children or significant

career changes).

If disagreements arise during
the drafting process, approach
them as problems to solve
together rather than conflicts
to win. Focus on underlying
interests and concerns rather
than specific positions, and
look for creative solutions that

address both partners' needs.
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Our Role

At Hunsinger Law Group, LLC, our goal is to help you both enter marriage with mutual understanding and

legal clarity. We'll guide you through a respectful and efficient process that centers your values and long-

term goals.

Education & Guidance Customized Solutions Mediation & Facilitation
We provide clear, jargon-free We recognize that every If desired, we can facilitate
explanations of legal concepts relationship is unique. Rather discussions between you and
and options. Our attorneys take than offering one-size-fits-all your partner to help navigate
time to explain how different templates, we craft agreements difficult topics. Our attorneys can
provisions might impact you, that reflect your specific promote constructive dialogue
helping you make informed circumstances, priorities, and and mutual understanding.
decisions. We believe an values. Your prenuptial

educated clientis an empowered  agreement should be as

client. individual as your relationship.

Our approach is designed to minimize adversarial dynamics and maximize collaboration. We focus on
creating agreements that both partners feel good about—documents that protect individual interests

while honoring the shared commitment you're making.

Throughout the process, we maintain strict confidentiality and provide a judgment-free environment
where you can explore options openly. We understand the sensitive nature of these discussions and

respect the privacy and dignity of all our clients.

We also recognize that the legal process of creating a prenuptial agreement exists within the context of
your relationship. Our attorneys are mindful of the emotional aspects of these discussions and strive to

support the health of your partnership while providing sound legal protection.
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Getting Additional Support

Need help starting the conversation? Let us
know, and we can help you frame it in a way that
reflects your voice and priorities. Our experienced
attorneys have guided hundreds of couples
through this process and can provide personalized

adyvice for your specific situation.

In addition to legal support, some couples find it
helpful to involve other professionals in the

prenuptial agreement process:

¢ Financial advisors can help clarify long-term
financial goals and provide objective analysis

of different arrangements

o Couples therapists can facilitate difficult
conversations and help process emotional

reactions that may arise

e Mediators can assist if you encounter specific

points of disagreement

We're happy to coordinate with these
professionals or provide referrals to trusted
colleagues in our network. Our goal is to make
this process as smooth and constructive as

possible.

(@) Contact Information
? Offices in Illinois & Missouri

& www.hunsingerlaw.com

£ info@hlawgrp.com

€. Call us for a confidential
consultation: (833) 256-6644

Remember that creating a prenuptial agreement is

an investment in your shared future. By
addressing potential challenges proactively,
you're demonstrating commitment to a healthy,
transparent partnership built on mutual respect
and clear communication.
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